LEGEND
GJM

Galicia Jewish Museum, 18 Dajwór St.

JCC

Jewish Community Centre, 24 Miodowa St.

JCC
WEST

JCC West, 5 Izaaka St.
Events in Polish
Events in English
Events in Hebrew
Events in German
Events in Amharic
Events in Japanese
Events in Hungarian
Trip, tour, walk
Shabbat dinners
Events for kids
Movies
Reservation required:
GJM: rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org or tel. 12 421 68 42
JCC: rsvp@jcckrakow.org or tel. 12 370 57 70
Tickets
CONTACT
Jewish Community Centre
24 Miodowa St., 31-055 Krakow
office@jcckrakow.org | tel. 12 370 57 70
jcckrakow.org | fb.com/jcckrakow | friendsofjcckrakow.org
Galicia Jewish Museum
18 Dajwór St., Krakow
recepcja@galiciajewishmuseum.org | tel. 12 421 68 42
galiciajewishmuseum.org | fb.com/zydowskiemuzeumgalicja
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Krakow is an amazing place. Although marked irreversibly by the events of WWII, it has maintained
its original charm and character. The streets, squares, synagogues, cemeteries – they all tell the story of the
centuries long presence of Jews here and their contribution in building this city. The remaining ghetto wall
fragments or the remnants of Płaszow labor camp are also part of Krakow’s story. They are silent witnesses
to the tragedy of the Shoah. But Jewish Krakow is not only a story of the past – it’s an exceptional testimony
of enduring presence. Poland, and especially Krakow, are being filled by a choir of Jewish voices, which are
evidence of various ways of expressing our culture – from the orthodox, through the progressive to entirely
secular. This harmony creates the music of the authentic rebirth of Jewish life. This revival is supported by
a wide array of institutions and organisations, amongst them the Jewish Community Centre of Krakow and
Galicia Jewish Museum.
The Museum commemorates the past, combats stereotypes, educates and creates an environment in
which the JCC nurtures the rebirth of authentic Jewish life. Both institutions, while remembering the past, look
toward the future with optimism, and aim to create a modern, open and tolerant society, both on the local and
global scale. Third joint program of events during the 27th Jewish Culture Festival is symbolic of the cooperation
and partnership between our institutions, not only during this extraordinary week, but also every day. We are
proud that together with the Jewish Culture Festival, Jewish Religious Congregation, Institute of Jewish Studies
and many other institutions we are part of the modern Jewish Krakow landscape. But the miracle of rebirth
wouldn’t be possible without you – friends and partners from all over the world – and that is what we are most
grateful for.

Jakub Nowakowski

Jonathan Ornstein

Director,
Galicia Jewish Museum

Executive Director,
Jewish Community Centre
of Krakow
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FRIDAY, 23 JUNE 2017
20:00

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
A religious service to welcome the start of Shabbat, organised by the Association of
Progressive Jews of Krakow. We are a dynamic Progressive Jewish community working to
reclaim our country’s Jewish past, as we engage in building its future.
Free entrance but subject to prior reservation: office.szpk.apjk@gmail.com
Organized by the: Association of Progressive Jews of Krakow

GJM

12:00

Lecture: Jerusalem Paintings by Samuel Hirszenberg (1865–1908)
Led by: Teresa Śmiechowska
Samuel Hirszenberg, the artist widely recognized as the successor of the late lamented
Maurycy Gottlieb, left Krakow for Jerusalem in the autumn of 1907 for Jerusalem. Invited
by Boris Schatz, he became a professor of painting at the Bezalel School of Arts and
Crafts in Jerusalem founded in 1906. Upon arriving in Palestine, Hirszenberg underwent
a transformation. He abandoned symbolic representations and martyrological themes,
large formats and dark palettes. The new sky, a different landscape, “new” realities and
the impact of bright light helped him enter another era, to lighten his palette and deal with
new subjects. At the meeting, we will try to uncover the secrets of the paintings from the last
years of the artist’s life, find out which of his paintings are in the art collection of the Jewish
Historical Institute, and how they differ from those painted in Jerusalem.
Organized by the: Jewish Historical Institute

GJM

16:00

Israel through Taglit: Come Fall in Love
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
Are you between the ages of 18 and 30? Are you of Jewish descent? Take part in a 10-day trip
to Israel, completely free of charge! At the meeting, members of Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student
Club who have already participated in Taglit will share their experiences, show photos,
answer your questions, and provide the details on how, where and when to apply for Taglit.

JCC
WEST

SATURDAY, 24 JUNE 2017

SUNDAY, 25 JUNE 2017
8:00-18:00

The Jerusalems of Małopolska – excursion
We will visit three exceptional places that show the rich and diverse Jewish heritage of the
Małopolska region: the synagogue and cemetery in Bobowa, the former Jewish Quarter of
Tarnów and the beautifully restored synagogue in Dąbrowa Tarnowska.
Starting point: Galicia Jewish Museum.
Reservation:rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org
Cost: 80 PLN

GJM

11:00

A walk in Jerusalem. City quest
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
Want to take a tour of Jerusalem... without leaving Kazimierz? Now you can! Adults and
children are welcome to take part in our exciting city quest, during which the members
of Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club will help you discover both Kazimierz and Jerusalem
from an unusual perspective. Sounds interesting? Then we’ll see you there, but be warned
- the quest won’t be easy!
Starting point: JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.

JCC
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FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY/ 23, 24, 25 JUNE 2017

12:00

Preserving Memory. Awards Ceremony
Presentation of Diplomas to Poles Protecting Jewish Heritage
Since the establishment of this unique award, initiated by Michael H. Traison in 1998, over
170 non-Jewish Poles have been recognised in 19 ceremonies honoring Righteous Poles
preserving Jewish memory. This is an effort to recognise the selfless work of dedicated
people who are often working alone, on their own initiative, to ensure that Poland’s Jewish heritage will be remembered. Their heroic stories are a testament to their selfless
devotion.
Organized by: Michael Traison Fund for Poland, the Galicia Jewish Museum, the Jewish
Community Centre, Hotel Eden in Kraków, Zygmunt Rolat, the Crown Family Philanthropies,
Emile Karafiol, the University of Haifa

GJM

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

15:00

“To Poland” — Visual Interpretations of Abraham Sutzkever’s Poem.
Exhibition opening
“To Poland” — Visual Interpretations of Abraham Sutzkever’s Poem is a collective exhibition by
students from the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design in Jerusalem and from the Academy of
Fine Arts in Kraków that presents their illustrations for the poem To Poland by the Yiddish poet
Abraham Sutzkever. Written in 1946, the poem is both a record of the centuries-long history of
the Jews in Poland and the poet’s farewell song to the country of his birth, adolescence and
wartime tragedy. Students from both universities, the Department of Illustration (Bezalel) and
the Department of Book Design (ASP Kraków) took on a visual interpretation of the poem, creating dozens of illustrations which will be exhibited at the Galicia Jewish Museum.
Organized by: Polish Institute (Tel Aviv) in co-operation with the Galicia Jewish Museum
(Kraków), Bet Sholem Aleichem Yiddish Cultural Centre (Tel Aviv), Academy of Fine Arts
(Kraków) and the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design (Jerusalem)

GJM

15:00

Nothing is Impossible
Meeting with Michael Schudrich,the Chief Rabbi of Poland
Moderator: Irena Wiszniewska
There’s no need to introduce Michael Schudrich. He is known for his role as well as for his
character - always smiling and talkative. But what do we really know about him, apart from
the fact that he is a Polish rabbi and an American Jew? It is no accident that the collection of
interviews by Irena Wiszniewska is entitled Nothing is impossible. In the 1970s, the teenage
Michael watched birds flying through the broken windows into the Nożyk synagogue in Warsaw. In the 1990s, he semi-legally brought boxes of frozen kosher chickens to Lauder Jewish
camps from the United States on regular cruise liners. Irena Wiszniewska will talk with Michael Schudrich about what was impossible in the past and what is impossible today. Irena
Wiszniewska is a journalist and a writer. In France she published a volume of articles about
Lithuania Paroles Dégelées. In Poland a collection of interviews We, Jews from Poland. She is
into street art, telling stories on the streets of Provence, Madagascar and Odessa.
Organized by: the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

17:00

Notes from Tel Aviv. Opening of the exhibition by Nino Herman
Curator: Tamar Eisen Goldstein
Nino Herman’s photographs displayed in the exhibition Notes from Tel Aviv look like scenes
taken out of a movie whose director pays attention to the most minute of screenplay
details. In fact, without the photographer’s slightest intervention, they document a
fascinating human mosaic of beautiful, young people, fashionable Tel Aviv hipsters and
party lovers, alongside foreign workers, peddlers, refugees, drug addicts and others from
the margins of society. All of these are set in the narrow, dusty, somewhat neglected
streets of South Tel Aviv. These are captured moments of human intimacy, fragments of
encounters between people and their surroundings. This exhibition was made possible
thanks to the generous support of Miriam Romm in memory of her father, Moniek; grandparents, Ryfka and David and the Grajower Family

JCC
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21:00

SUBTITLES

The Space of an Image on Summer Projector
Pickle Recipe
dir. by Michael Manasseri USA , 2016, 97`
Joey Miller is the undisputed king of Detroit MC’s. He’s also a single father and deeply in
debt. To make matters worse, during his latest, one-of-a-kind wedding performance, all
his prized sound equipment gets destroyed in a freak accident. To add insult to injury,
his daughter Julie’s Bat-Mitzvah is only weeks away and she’s counting on him to MC
her party. He turns to his shady Uncle Morty, who agrees to give him money to get back
into business. Under one condition: Joey must steal his Grandmother Rose’s most prized
possession: her famous top secret dill pickle recipe. And it’s a recipe which she’s vowed
to take to her grave...
LA JFF 2016 Audience Award Winner, Best Comedy
14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival: Audience Award.
Inauguration of the third edition of The Space of an Image, a series of films on Jewish
themes
Outdoor screening
Co-organized by: Summer Projector, Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film
Festival, KBF

Bulwar
Kurlandzki

MONDAY, 26 JUNE 2017
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10:00

Awareness Through Movement Based on The Feldenkrais Method
Led by: Karen Schaffman
“Movement is life. Life is a process. Improve the quality of the process and improve the
quality of life itself.” (Moshe Feldenkrais). This hour-long class consists of verbally guided,
gentle movement sequences. The process can increase flexibility, improve balance, and
enhance the overall sense of wellbeing. Open to everyone. Wear comfortable clothes.
Mats are provided.
Cost: 10 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 7

JCC

10:00

Yiddish Songs of Dos Goldene Land, Immigrant Life in America – workshop
Immigration to America from Eastern Europe began in the 1880’s after waves of pogroms
had brought tragedy, impoverishment and destruction to Jewish communities. Cindy
Paley, American Cantorial Soloist and music educator, will teach songs about poverty
and struggle by labor poets Morris Rosenfeld, David Edelshtat and Avraham Reisen, as
well as songs of women struggling against exploitation and oppression, which reflect
the story of immigrants life in America. The Yiddish theatre, which took up residence on
Second Avenue, brought to life immigrants’ dreams and difficulties in the new world, and
the nostalgia for the old country. We’ll sing a few popular songs by Molly Picon such as
Mazl, Yidl Mitn Fidl, Abi Gezunt and Belz.
Organized by Beit Polska and the Association of Progressive Jews of Krakow
Cost: 15 PLN

GJM

10:30

“I Was Happy to Come into the House of the Lord” – art workshop for children
What are the key features of a synagogue? What is their significance? What motifs are
most often repeated in the interior of a synagogue? What do they mean? During this
workshop, we will discuss key issues connected with the construction and design of a
synagogue, the symbolism and origins of a synagogue’s different furnishings and decorations, and encourage participants to design their own!
Reservations required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

GJM

SUNDAY, MONDAY / 25, 26 JUNE 2017

11:00

How Many Ways Are There to Make Hamantaschen? – culinary workshop
Led by: Kasia Leonardi
Haman’s ears, or hamantaschen, are usually associated with the Jewish holiday of Purim.
These filled-pocket cookies, recognizable for their triangular shape, traditionally have
poppy seed or date filling. However, great many other types of fillings are possible, and
we will learn more about that at the workshop.
Cost: 20 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

13:00

Krakow’s Jews in the works of Judaic scholars. Lectures on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of Jewish studies at the Jagiellonian University
Sarah Schenirer and the history of Jewish women in Poland. On the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the first Bais Yaakov School
Led by: Dr. Edyta Gawron
The 2016/2017 academic year marks the 30th anniversary of the beginning of Jewish studies at the Jagiellonian University. The Institute of Jewish Studies of the Jagiellonian University is organizing many events to commemorate the anniversary and to celebrate the
manifold achievements of Krakow’s Judaic scholars, including their contribution to the
amassment of knowledge about the history of Krakow’s Jews. This series of lectures at
the Jewish Culture Festival is dedicated to those individuals who have made a significant
impact on the life of Jews in Krakow throughout the ages.
Organized by the Institute of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University, the Centre for
the Study of the History and Culture of Krakow Jews (Jagiellonian University), JCC Krakow

JCC

14:00

Jewish Art. If I Forget You, Jerusalem - art workshop
Led by: Monika Krajewska
You cannot forget Jerusalem. And if you do, then according to a Psalmist, your right hand
will forget its skills. The city of David is present in memory and in daily prayer. At this meeting you will look at Jerusalem through the prism of art. A presentation about a Byzantine mosaic, maps from the times of the Crusaders, pilgrims and travellers’ engravings,
Italian ketubot, illustrations in Haggadot and 19th-century home lithographs will provide
inspiration for your artwork. Verses from psalms and prayers will allow you to combine
images with words in your own vision of Jerusalem.
Cost: 15 PLN
Organized by the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

15:00

Lecture: King David: The Unlikeliest King Conquers the Unlikeliest City to make the
Capital of his Kingdom
Led by: Rabbi Avi Baumol
Jerusalem has been a magical idea and reality in our minds for the last three thousand
years. Home to major religions, it is a magnet which draws millions of tourists to enter
through its gates and walk in the footsteps of their greatest heroes. What are some of its
stories which make it so epic?

JCC

15:00

Jerusalem in Krakow – a walk with the FREE walking TOUR Foundation
Despite the destruction of the Temple and the exile from the Promised Land, Jerusalem
still holds a special place in the hearts of Jews. The changing times and spaces around
them do not obliterate its central importance in their lives. The memory of the Holy City
lives on and influences many Jewish customs and traditions. For centuries, this image
has been present in Kazimierz. During our excursion, we will find places where even today
we can still feel and see this presence.
Duration: 1,5 hrs. Starting point: Galicia Jewish Museum
Reservations required: rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org

GJM
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15:00

Conference: Traces of Memory – Traces of Identity
Day I: History Written
Studies of the Jewish history of towns and the emergence of related publications, as well
as their reception in local communities.

GJM

15:00

Lecture: Kosher? What’s it all about?
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
What is kosher? Does “kosher” only refer to food, or can we also talk about a kosher
lifestyle? Members of Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club invite you to find out more on the
subject, over a glass of (kosher) wine.

JCC
WEST

16:30

Lecture: Jerusalem in Bible times
Led by: Dr. Marcin Majewski
Presentation of the history of the Holy City: Jerusalem in the times of Abraham, David,
Salomon, Babylonian slavery, the Second Temple, Herod the Great, and Jesus. At the
presentation, we will look at some illustrations and archeological curiosities, listen to
unusual historical accounts, and talk about the political and religious life as well as daily
routines of the Holy City in Biblical times.

JCC

17:00

Lecture: Songs I Didn’t Know I Knew: Finding Identity, Hope and Unexpected Friendship in Poland
Led by: Leora Tec
Through this candid, personal and heartfelt talk, Tec takes the audience on her journey
“back” to Lublin, Poland - a city she didn’t visit until twelve years ago, though generations of her family had lived and died there. By encountering scenes of her family’s past,
and through unexpected friendships, she comes to terms with what it means to be both
Polish and Jewish, and discovers ways to embrace both the pain and the possibilities
present in her history.

JCC

18:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
One Week and a Day
dir. Asaph Polonsky, Israel , 2016, 98`
Within one day, a grieving father steals medicinal marijuana from a hospice, skips work
and hangs out with his estranged neighbor’s son while his wife tries to get back to her
daily routine as she fights off school teachers, stray kittens and dental clinic workers.
Each of them tries to handle their son’s death differently.
Cannes Film Festival 2016, Jerusalem Film Festival 20 16 Best Israeli Feature Film
Grand Prix CAMERA OF DAVID: Best Film of the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Partners: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

Lecture: The Hebrew Alphabet in Art
Led by: Ewa Gordon
The Hebrew alphabet is a physical manifestation of the words of God, His divine wisdom
and power given to the material world. According to Sefer Jecira, in creating the universe
God has used Hebrew letters, and they are holy because one can write down the name of
God with them. Hebrew letters are God’s creative material, but according to the Talmud,
people can also use the power of these letters. When Bezalel constructed the Mishkan
and all ithat went with it, he did so through the ability to „combine the letters that
created the heavens and the earth” (TB Brachot 55a). These twenty-two letters are an
eternal creative substance, both a creative matter and an act of creation in and of itself,
used in the Jewish art from the earliest times to the present.

JCC

SUBTITLES

18:30
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MONDAY, TUESDAY / 26, 27 JUNE 2017

19:00

Czarne in Galicia: The Absent City
Meeting with Maciej Krupa and Kuba Szpilka
Moderated by: Bartłomiej Kuraś
This book is an unusual guide. It does not describe beautiful, attractive and unique
places. Instead, it leads readers through dark back alleyways, spaces forgotten and
discarded from memory. It shows the three dimensions of Zakopane, which until
now have been treated with neglect or passed over in embarrassing silence. Because
Zakopane would not have become what it is without the hard work and efforts of the
many lowlanders who came and settled here, without the many sanatoriums and the
thousands of tuberculosis sufferers that populated them, without the Jewish community of Zakopane who shared the fate of their compatriots across Europe during the Second World War…
Co-organizer: Czarne Publishing House

GJM

20:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
Persona Non Grata
dir. by Cellin Gluck, Japan 2016, 139`
The true story of Chiune Sugihara, the Japanese diplomat who saved thousands of Jewish lives during World War II and is the only Japanese recognized as Righteous Among
the Nations. The film follows true events, from Sugihara’s early days in Manchuria to
his appointment as consul in Lithuania during the war. The diplomat, called “Japan’s
Schindler”, decides to act against orders, puts his career and family at risk and starts
issuing transit visas to Jews seeking refuge, thus helping them escape the Nazis. Persona Non Grata’s cast includes Academy Award-winning actor Toshiaki Karasawa, as well
as Polish actors Borys Szyc and Agnieszka Grochowska.
The film was screened at the opening ceremony of the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

SUBTITLES

TUESDAY, 27 JUNE 2017
10:00

Awareness Through Movement Based on The Feldenkrais Method
Led by: Karen Schaffman
“Movement is life. Life is a process. Improve the quality of the process and improve
the quality of life itself.” (Moshe Feldenkrais). This hour-long class consists of verbally
guided, gentle movement sequences. The process can increase flexibility, improve
balance, and enhance the overall sense of wellbeing. Open to everyone. Wear comfortable clothes. Mats are provided.
Cost: 10 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

10:00

Di ershte trit. First steps – Yiddish For Beginners
Led by: Julia and Urszula Makosz and Przemysław Piekarski
We will study the alphabet, learn basic conversational phrases and sing songs. Classes
can be led in two languages (on demand).
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC
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10:30

The Gates of Jerusalem. Art workshop for children
One city, three great religions, thousands of years of history, a multitude of cultures, languages, styles… During the workshop, we will let our imaginations run wild and together
we will create a huge three-dimensional image inspired by the gates of Jerusalem.
Reservation required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 4

GJM

11:00

Kosher Cooking: Breakfast – culinary workshop
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
Do you like an unhurried, laid back Israeli breakfast? Who doesn’t! Members of Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club invite you to a kosher cooking session. Together we will prepare kosher shakshuka and then, over breakfast, we will talk more about the concept of
“kosher”.
Cost: 10 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC
WEST

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

12:00

Lecture: Two Years Ago in Jerusalem. The Story of Krakow’s Holocaust Survivors’ Trip
to Israel
Prowadzenie: Małgorzata Zajda
In March 2015, a group of 30 Holocaust survivors traveled to Israel for a week-long trip.
The funds for this trip were raised through the inaugural Ride for the Living. For many,
this was their first time in Israel. During their trip they visited the Golan Heights, the Sea
of Galilee, Masada, the Dead Sea, Tel Aviv and, of course, Jerusalem. At this meeting, we
will find out what they liked and remembered the most on their trip, look at the the photographs from the trip and watch a short movie documenting their experiences.

JCC

12:00

Legends of Kazimierz.
Walking tour with the licensed tour guide Anna Maria Baryła
Meeting point: JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

13:00

Krakow Jews in the Works of Judaic Scholars. Lectures on the Occasion of the 30th
Anniversary of the Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University
Ozjasz Thon as a Preacher. On the Occasion of the 120th Anniversary of Thon’s
Assumption of Duties as a Preacher at the Tempel Synagogue.
Led by: Prof. Michał Galas
The 2016/2017 academic year marks the 30th anniversary of the beginning of Jewish
studies at the Jagiellonian University. The Institute of Jewish Studies of the Jagiellonian
University is organizing many events to commemorate the anniversary and to celebrate
the manifold achievements of Krakow’s Judaic scholars, including their contribution to
the amassment of knowledge about the history of Krakow’s Jews. This series of lectures
at the Jewish Culture Festival is dedicated to those individuals who have made a significant impact on the life of Jews in Krakow throughout the ages.
Organized by the Institute of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University, the Centre for
the Study of the History and Culture of Krakow Jews (Jagiellonian University), JCC Krakow

JCC
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TUESDAY / 27 JUNE 2017

13:00

What’s next for Płaszów?
Discussion about the future of the former Płaszów labor and concentration camp.
Led by: Roma Sendyka
For decades, the area of the former Płaszów labor and concentration camp, has stood
out among other memorial camp sites in Europe as a symbol of neglect and oblivion. The
2016 architectural design competition seeking proposals for turning the former camp
into a memorial 2006 gave new impetus to the discussion of the future of this place,
involving both experts and, to a certain extent, residents of Kraków. In January 2017, the
City of Kraków, the Jewish Religious Community of Kraków and the Historical Museum
of Kraków signed an agreement regulating the legal ownership of the site of the former
camp, thus paving the way for a Museum-Memorial site. What is next for Płaszów? Will the
tragic history of this place become a permanent part of the city’s identity? How has the
city’s residents’ perception of the area of the former camp changed?
Panelists: Jason Francisco, Michał Niezabitowski, Tadeusz Jakubowicz

GJM

Personal genealogical consultations
Led by: Jakub Czupryński
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

14:00

Our Feet Are at Your Gates, Jerusalem. Art workshop
Led by: Monika Krajewska
Jerusalem exists in reality, but it is also a place of longing, dreams and expectations and
an object of prayers. For Jews, it is the place where the Temple of Solomon was built and
destroyed by the Romans to be immortalised as a symbol. In art, the temple was depicted
in various ways: as a Gothic church, a baroque palace, a mosque. There is also a vision of
the heavenly Jerusalem, where a lion rests next to a lamb. The texts that introduce us to
it include Akdamut, a medieval liturgical poem with a fascinating description of the feast
of all the righteous in Jerusalem in the Divine „tent of peace”. You don’t need to speak
Hebrew nor do you need to have any experience as an artist to attend this workshop.
Cost: 15 PLN
Organized by the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

15:00

Lecture: Herod; A Monster and Master Builder; Exploring the Life and Legacy of Herod
the Great/Terrible
Led by: Rabbi Avi Baumol
Jerusalem has been a magical idea and reality in our minds for the last three thousand
years. Home to major religions, it is a magnet which draws millions of tourists to enter
through its gates and walk in the footsteps of their greatest heroes. What are some of its
stories which make it so epic?

JCC

15:00

All the Women of Kazimierz
Walking tour with the licensed tour guide Anna Maria Baryła
Meeting point: JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.
Cost: 10 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

15:00

Conference: Traces of Memory – Traces of Identity
Day II: History Discovered
Looking at a world that no longer exists through the prism of recently discovered photographs and documents.

GJM

13:00-16:00
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16:00

Lecture: Polish Jewish Music: From 1945 to the Present
Led by: Ellie Shapiro
From Where Can I Go (Vu ahin zol ikh geyn), a song dedicated to a Holocaust survivor,
to fearless forays into uncharted musical territory, to jazzmen like Mikołaj Trzaska - the
journey of the post-war popular Jewish music in Poland has been as complex as that of
the people it represents. Eleanor Shapiro, a PhD candidate at the Graduate Theological
Union, Berkeley, CA, studies Jewish festivals in Polish small towns. She is a scholar with
Thesaurus Poloniae, a program run by the International Cultural Center in Krakow. At this
meeting, she will share her unique perspective on contemporary Polish Jewish history.

JCC

17:00

Hummus workshop
Led by: Agnieszka Delkowska
During the workshop the participants will learn how to make tahini sauce for hummus,
find out more about tahini, chickpeas and how hummus should be cooked. We will create
two unconventional versions of hummus – one with beetroot, and one with dried tomatoes. The workshop will be. Agnieszka Delkowska – a chef and culinary advisor, who is
passionate about intense tastes and uncommon flavour pairings. For the past 16 years
she’s been delving into culinary secrets. She travels frequently, cooks, experiments, and
continues her search for that perfect taste. A few years ago she founded the blog Lady
Kitchen. She’s dreaming of publishing an unusual cookbook.
Tickets: 40 zł
Event accompanying to the screening of Hummus! The Movie (at 20:00)
Reservation required: rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

Atelier,
7 Plac
Nowy

17:00

Lecture: Recuperating Loss: Remembering through Veronika Blumstein
Led by: Karen Schaffman
The presentation engages creative and scholarly research by the Veronika Blumstein Group (VBG), a European performance collective active from 2006-2007. Veronika, a fictional
identity, became a vehicle for the VBG to further the politics of dancing bodies and international dialogue to confront ruptures caused by anti-Semitism and communism.
This paper was presented in New York City at the annual Congress on Research in Dance
and the University of California in 2007. The spirit of Veronika brought Karen Schaffman
to Krakow and Auschwitz ten years ago, and that her presence is welcomed in 2017 is
appreciated. A post-discussion will follow

JCC

18:00

Lecture: Genealogy of Krakow’s Jews
Led by: Jakub Czupryński
A hands-on demonstration on how to search for information about the history of Jewish
families from Krakow

JCC

18:00

The Space of an Image: A series of films on Jewish themes
Remember
dir. by Atom Egoyan, Canada, Germany , 2015, 94`
Oscar nominated director Atom Egoyan creates a thrillingly fast-paced revenge story.A
powerful story of an old man fighting dementia who embarks on a mission to find the
blockfuhrer from Auschwitz. Responsible for the death of his family. The film stars Academy Award winners Christopher Plummer and Martin Landau, as well as Dean Norris, the
famous Hank from Breaking Bad.
Remember received a 10-minute standing ovation at the Venice Film Festival.
The film was screened at the closing ceremony of the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Partners: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

SUBTITLES
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19:00

Czarne in Galicia: "Bieżeństwo 1915. Forgotten refugees"
Meeting with Aneta Prymaka-Oniszk
Led by: Magdalena Kozłowska
Summer 1915. Under pressure from the enemy, the Russian army withdraws from the
Kingdom of Poland and the western extremes of the Emprie. “The Germans will cut off
women’s breasts,” spreads throughout the countryside. From Lublin, Chełm, Łomża,
Ostrołęka and even Warsaw loaded carts set off towards the Russian interior. In areas
east of Białystok, 80 percent of the population leaves. They wander in the heat, without
food or water. German planes bombard the army and do not spare the refugees. Graves
line the roadsides, but some of the bodies go unburied. Epidemics break out. Children
die en masse. The bieżeńcy [exiles] — the Russian name given to those escaping by
the tsarist authorities — are scattered throughout Russia. As soon as they go through
the difficulties of building a new life in villages in Siberia or by the Don River, revolution
breaks out, destroying the remaining pillars of the “eternal order”: the tsarist regime and
religion. The exiles once again take to the roads, this time in the opposite direction to the
reborn independent Poland. This return brings another “end of the world”. More than two
million people had to leave Poland, but textbooks say nothing about the exiles. The story
was saved by their descendants. This is a story that can be told from many perspectives:
people put in extreme situations, peasants whose world died before their eyes, and,
finally, the exiles, fugitives and victims of successive wars.
Co-organiser: Czarne Publishing House

GJM

19:30

Meshugoyim – Meet JCC Krakow Volunteers
Led by: Magdalena Arabas
Meeting non-Jewish JCC volunteers will change your view on the Jewish Poland. Come
find out why they have decided to help the JCC, what their experiences have been so far
and how volunteering has changed their lives.

JCC

20:00

The Space of an Image: A series of films on Jewish themes
Hummus! The Movie
dir. by Oren Rosenfeld, Israel , 2016, 70`
Hummus, the delicious, nutritious superfood sweeping America has the power to bring
Muslims, Christians and Jews together in the Middle East, America and around the world.
We meet three characters a hard working Muslim woman, an ever-smiling Jew and a
young Christian Arab on a restless quest for meaning. But despite their historical and
cultural differences they all have one thing in common a passionate love of hummus! The
director accompanies Olivier, a French Benedictine monk, on his search for the ultimate,
tastiest hummus, and spotlights “The World’s Largest Serving of Hummus” competition.
Hummus! The Movie tells touching personal stories of the colorful men and women who
simply live their lives and love their hummus.
The film was screened at the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

Theater Performance: Black Cherries
Black Cherries is a universal story about the life of Liber Taub, a Jew from Płock, Poland.
It is filled with difficult feelings. Growing up in a religious environment, wrestling with
God, violent collision with evil, hatred and love for a country. The actors also sing songs
in Polish and Yiddish which Liber heard during his stay in Poland and recorded many
years later a capella in Israel. The author of the script is Rafał Kowalski, deputy head of
the Jewish Museum of Mazovia in Płock and author of the book Once again. Jews, Płock,
Poland. The play is directed and acted by Hanna Chojnacka and Szymon Cempura from
Teatr Dramatyczny in Płock. The world premiere was held in 2016. That same year, Black
Cherries was presented at the Singer Festival in Warsaw. The playwright and actors were
both nominated for the Silver Mask – an annual award given by the Society of Friends of
the Płock Theatre.
Tickets: 15/20 zł
Co-organized by: Dramatic Theater of Płock, Jewish Museum of Mazovia in Płock, JCC Krakow

GJM

SUBTITLES

20:30
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WEDNESDAY, 28 JUNE 2017
10:00

Di ershte trit. First steps – Yiddish For Beginners
Led by: Julia and Urszula Makosz and Przemysław Piekarski
We will study the alphabet, learn basic conversational phrases and sing songs. Classes
can be led in two languages (on demand).
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

10:00

Yiddish Favorites for Community Singing – workshop
Join Cindy Paley as she leads everyone in some of the most popular Yiddish folk songs.
Workshop includes: Songs of childhood, Oyfn Pripechik, Rozhinkes Mit Mandlen, Community songs, Ale Brider, Der Rebe Elimelekh, Undzer Nigundl, Oyfn Veg Shteyt a Boym, Belz,
Hassidic, Shnirele Perele, Songs of America, Di Grine Kuzine, Mayn Rue Plats, Love Songs,
Tumbalalaika, Di Sapozhkelekh, Holocaust, Zog Nit Keynmol.
Supported by Beit Polska & The Association of Progressive Jews in Kraków
Cost: 15 PLN

GJM

10:30

“Let’s create a mosaic!” – art workshop for kids
Children of all ages are invited to an amazing world of colours and textures – the world
of mosaics. At the workshop we will not only learn what exactly this decorative technique is, but will also create our own mosaics.
Reservation required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

GJM

11:30

Israeli dance workshops
Led by: Awa Cybulska
Jerusalem - the city of God and people, full of secrets and mysteries. Devout, spiritual
mystics worshiped God through dance. The name “Jerusalem” comes from the word
“shalom”, that means “peace”. Is there a more beautiful way of human communication than dance? You don’t need words to feel and understand music. Circle dancing
connects people. In the circle, everyone is equal, and all come as one. We invite you to
explore various styles of Israeli music together (and have fun in the process).
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

12:00

Heroes of the Krakow Ghetto
Walking tour with the licensed tour guide Anna Maria Baryła
Meeting point: JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.
Cost: 10 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

13:00

Krakow Jews in the works of Judaic scholars. Lectures on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the Jewish studies at the Jagiellonian University
Teofila Mahler – a forgotten historian of Krakow’s Jews. On the occasion of the 105th
anniversary of Teofila Mahler’s birthday
Led by: Dr. Alicja Maślak-Maciejewska
The 2016/2017 academic year marks the 30th anniversary of the beginning of Jewish studies at the Jagiellonian University. The Institute of Jewish Studies of the Jagiellonian University is organizing many events to commemorate the anniversary and to celebrate the
manifold achievements of Krakow’s Judaic scholars, including their contribution to the
amassment of knowledge about the history of Krakow’s Jews. This series of lectures at
the Jewish Culture Festival is dedicated to those individuals who have made a significant
impact on the life of Jews in Krakow throughout the ages.
Organized by the Institute of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University, the Centre for
the Study of the History and Culture of Krakow Jews (Jagiellonian University), JCC Krakow

JCC
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13:00

Panel discussion: Diversifying the national “we” in Polish museums
This panel will examine representations of Poland’s population in museums of culture
and history, with Jagiellonian University Polish Studies students presenting their own
„Curatorial Dreams” for making Krakow’s Seweryn Udziela Ethnographic Museum particularly its image of the Polish village -- more inclusive from ethnic, religious, class
and other perspectives.
Participants: Erica Lehrer, Roma Sendyka, Marek Tuszewicki, Magdalena Zych, Maria
Kobielska, and students of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow

GJM

Personal genealogical consultations
Led by: Jakub Czupryński
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

14:00

Jewish Art. Jerusalem Posters
Led by: Mi Polin: Helena Czernek, Aleksander Prugar
Posters in orthodox Jewish quarters are very distinctive; they use just typography and
thick layers of them on walls and fences are posted one on top of another. They show the
passage of time, generations, voices of the locals. At the workshop you will examine these posters. And then each participant will make their own poster about what Jerusalem
represents to them. These reflections can be based on both experience and imagination.
All posters will be put up on a wall in Krakow and together they will become a “Jerusalem
wall”.
Cost: 15 PLN
Organized by the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

15:00

Lecture: Meah Shearim: A Glimpse into an Ancient Tradition
Led by: Rabbi Avi Baumol
Jerusalem has been a magical idea and reality in our minds for the last three thousand
years. Home to major religions, it is a magnet which draws millions of tourists to enter
through its gates and walk in the footsteps of their greatest heroes. What are some of its
stories which make it so epic?

JCC

15:00

Sages, rabbis, scholars
Walking tour with the licensed tour guide Anna Maria Baryła
Meeting point: JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.
Cost: 15 PLN.
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

15:00

Jerusalem in Kraków – a walk with the FREE walking TOUR Foundation
Despite the destruction of the Temple and the exile from the Promised Land, Jerusalem
still holds a special place in the hearts of Jews. The changing times and spaces around
them do not obliterate its central importance in their lives. The memory of the Holy City
lives on and influences many Jewish customs and traditions. For centuries, this image
has been present in Kazimierz. During our excursion, we will find places where even today
we can still feel and see this presence.
Duration: 1.5 hrs
Start: Galicia Jewish Museum
Reservations required: rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org

GJM

13:00-16:00

15

15:00

Conference: Traces of Memory – Traces of Identity
Day III: History recovered
Restoring the memory of local Jewish communities and protecting preserved heritage.

GJM

16:00

Lecture: Sex and Death in the Bible
Led by: Rabbi Abraham Havivi
The opening chapters of Genesis, in telling us about the origins of our world, address two
questions that humans have always been curious about--Why is death a part of life?, and,
Why are there two sexes, female and male? Through a close reading of the biblical text,
we will see how different answers to these questions, not always in agreement with each
other, found a place in the Torah’s stories about the beginning of time.

JCC

17:00

Gimelomania: on women in Judaism
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
Gimelomania is a series of informal discussions conducted by members of Hillel GIMEL
Jewish Student Club. This time we invite you to talk about women in Judaism.

JCC
WEST

17:30

The Girl in the Diary. Searching for Rywka from the Łódź Ghetto – exhibition opening
In 1945, a Soviet doctor came across a school notebook in the recently-liberated
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. It was a diary written by a teenage girl, Rywka Lipszyc, living
in the Łódź ghetto between October 1943 and April 1944 – a testimony of a girl who had
lost her parents and siblings, but, despite moments of doubt, never lost hope. More than
60 years after its discovery, the diary found its way from the United States, where it was
translated from the Polish and published in book form along with historical commentaries. The starting point for this exhibition is the diary of Rywka Lipszyc. A poignant record
of life and growing up in the Łódź ghetto. Through excerpts from the diary, expert commentary, photos, multimedia and historical artefacts, the exhibition will allow visitors
to briefly walk the streets of the Łódź ghetto and get to know one of its residents, Rywka
Lipszyc.
Co-organizers: Koret Foundation, Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture, Jewish
Family and Children’s Services Holocaust Center of San Francisco

GJM

18:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
The People vs. Fritz Bauer
dir. by Lars Kraume, Germany 2016, 105`
Germany, 1957. Attorney General Fritz Bauer receives crucial evidence that could help
him bring the elusive Adolf Eichmann to trial in Israel. Bauer does not trust German authorities, not very determined to punish the Nazis at that time. He therefore passes the
information on Eichmann’s whereabouts to Mosad. As a result, he risks being accused of
high treason. Bauer’s only ally is the young prosecutor Karl Angermann...
2016 German Film Awards: Best Film, Best Screenplay, Best Director, Best Supporting Actor, Best Costumes; 2015 Award of the German Critics’ Association; 2015 Best Film; 2015
Locarno International Film Festival: Audience Award.
The film was screened at the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

SUBTITLES
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18:30

The Good, the Bad & the Damned of Jewish Art
Discussion with Jacqueline Nicholls and Menachem Kaiser
Writer Menachem Kaiser and visual artist Jacqueline Nicholls will discuss contemporary
Jewish art and how different approaches to Jewish heritage can produce some
thoughtful and creative culture and a whole load of really bad kitsch. They will explore
the cliches and boundaries of their different disciplines, and their deep ambivalence of
being labelled a ‘Jewish Artist.’

JCC

19:00

Czarne in Galicia: The Counterfeiter’s Pepper – a meeting with Monika Sznajderman
Moderator: Justyna Nowicka
„Despite its title, this is not a history book. Rather, it is a book of memory. Actually, of two
memories that never entwine at any time. And about fates which for centuries always ran
parallel, never together. About the fates of my two families – Polish and Jewish.” (from
the author) „this is a unique Polish-Jewish double portrait of a family. The Jewish half is
moving and the Polish is fascinating. For anyone who really wants to truly see and try to
understand.” (Henryk Grynberg)
Co-organized by: Czarne Publishing House

GJM

20:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
Bogdan’s Journey
dir. by Michal Jaskulski and Lawrence Loewinger, Poland 2016, 90`
The Kielce pogrom took place in 1946, a year after WWII had ended and became a symbol
of Polish post-war anti-Semitism. For 35 years, under communism in Poland, the pogrom
was a forbidden subject, but it was never forgotten. Bogdan Białek, a Catholic Pole,
embarked on a decades-long journey to heal the wounds and bridge the divide. Over time
and with great effort, he managed to persuade the people of Kielce to confront a painful
piece of their hidden history. This is a story about change and ultimately reconciliation.
It’s a story about contemporary Poland and its Jewish past. It’s a story about a man who
transforms the attitudes of his fellow citizens and pays the price for doing so.
CAMERA OF DAVID: Special Award of the 14th Warsaw Jewish Film Festival.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

Mir zenen...
A musical featuring JCC Krakow Choir
Libretto, arrangement: Ela Borkowska, Walentyn Dubrowskij
Cast: Marek Pes, Ela Borkowska, JCC Krakow Choir
Accompaniment: Walentyn Dubrowskij - piano; Michał Półtorak - violin; Janusz Witko clarinet
Through music and poetry „Mir zenen” tells us about the everyday life of Krakow’s Kazimierz, since ancient times, when it was still an island, to the present. The production
incorporates ritual songs, psalms, well-known and much loved songs in Yiddish, contemporary musical-poetic musings and wistful ballads.
High Synagogue, 38 Jozefa St.
Tickets: 40 PLN, available at JCC Krakow

High Synagogue

SUBTITLES

21:00

THURSDAY, 29 JUNE 2017
10:00

Di ershte trit. First steps – Yiddish For Beginners
Led by: Julia and Urszula Makosz and Przemysław Piekarski
We will study the alphabet, learn basic conversational phrases and sing songs. Classes
can be led in two languages (on demand).
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

17

10:30

Jerusalem Stories – workshop for children
Led by Mateusz Świstak
The holy city of three religions, Jerusalem hides many secrets and amazing stories.
Along with Mateusz Świstak, we try to uncover them all! How can a simple workshop
turn into a adventure? Come and see! Mateusz Świstak is a graduate of the Department
of Polish Studies at the Jagiellonian University and the lead author of educational and
entertainment games based on fairy tales and stories. He is the winner of a special prize
in the Astrid Lindgren competition for best contemporary children’s books.
Reservation required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

GJM

11:00

Bestiary of Fear – art workshop
Led by: Jacqueline Nicholls
The road to Jerusalem is fraught with danger. What fearful monsters and dragons need
to be slain before we can achieve our dreams? Taking inspiration from the beasties in
the marginalia of Jewish medieval manuscripts in the British Library’s online Hebrew
manuscript archive, artist Jacqueline used the omer cycle to confront her fears with
daily drawings. At this drawing workshop we will play with these medieval beasties, find
and identify our inner monsters. This workshop is suitable for anyone, even if you think
you cannot draw.
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

12:00

Portrait of a Diary – art workshop
Event accompanying the temporary exhibition
Led by: Anna Wencel
No pictures of Rywka Lipszyc, the author of a diary from the Łódź ghetto, have survived.
We do not know what she looked like. The only portrait of her is what emerges from the
words she wrote. During the workshop, we will create portraits of Rywka Lipszyc based
on excerpts from her diary using the technique of micrography.

GJM

13:00

The Last Wooden Shul in Polish Galicia – excursion to Wiśniowa
Led by: Aga Cahn
We’ll take a guided walk through the former shtetl of Myślenice, see surviving traces of
the Jews of Myślenice and visit the wooden shul in Wiśniowa.
Bus departs from 18 Dajwór Street by the Galicia Jewish Museum
The return is scheduled at approximately 19:00
Project is co-sponsored by the Anne Frank Fonds
Organizer: Myślenice Community Association
Tickets: 25 PLN
Reservation required: rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org

GJM

13:00

Krakow Jews in the works of Judaic scholars. Lectures on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the Jewish studies at the Jagiellonian University
Jonathan and Rozalia Warszauer. A Marriage of Krakow’s Philantropists
Led by: Dr. Alicja Maślak-Maciejewska
The 2016/2017 academic year marks the 30th anniversary of the beginning of Jewish
studies at the Jagiellonian University. The Institute of Jewish Studies of the Jagiellonian
University is organizing many events to commemorate the anniversary and to celebrate
the manifold achievements of Krakow’s Judaic scholars, including their contribution to
the amassment of knowledge about the history of Krakow’s Jews. This series of lectures
at the Jewish Culture Festival is dedicated to those individuals who have made a significant impact on the life of Jews in Krakow throughout the ages.
Organized by the Institute of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University, the Centre for
the Study of the History and Culture of Krakow Jews (Jagiellonian University), JCC Krakow

JCC

18

THURSDAY / 29 JUNE 2017

13:00

Jewish Studies and the Revival of Jewish Life. The case of Krakow. Celebrating 30
years of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University
Moderator: Edyta Gawron (Institute of Jewish Studies, Jagiellonian University)
Panel discussion on the relationship between the development of Jewish Studies and
the rebirth of Jewish life in Kraków. The meeting will attempt to summarise the role that
research and studies, as well as students, alumni and researchers, played in the rebirth of
Jewish life in Kraków. It will also be an opportunity to reflect on the reverse process – how
the contemporary presence of the Jewish community in Poland contributes to the popularity and development of Jewish Studies. Panel discussion with people involved in the
development of Jewish Studies at the Jagiellonian University as well as in co-operating
with and between Jewish institutions in Kraków.
Panelists:
- Michał Galas - Director of the Institute of Jewish Studies, Jagiellonian University
- Jakub Nowakowski - Director of Galicia Jewish Museum
- Shana Penn - Executive Director of Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture
- Jonathan Webber - Emeritus UNESCO Professor of Jewish and Interfaith Studies

GJM

14:00

Jewish Art. Jerusalem Posters
Led by: Mi Polin: Helena Czernek, Aleksander Prugar
Posters in Orthodox Jewish quarters are very distinctive; they use just typography and
thick layers of them on walls and fences are posted one on top of another. They show the
passage of time, generations, voices of the locals. At the workshop you will examine these posters and then each participant will make their own poster about what Jerusalem
represents to them. These reflections can be based on both experience and imagination.
All posters will be put up on a wall in Krakow and together they will become a „Jerusalem
wall”.
Cost: 15 PLN
Organized by the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

14:00

My Jerusalem – art workshop
Led by: Hillel GIMEL Jewish Student Club
What is Jerusalem like? Isn’t it a cultural mosaic? Together with members of Hillel GIMEL
Jewish Student Club, everyone ( children are welcome at the event as well) will have
an opportunity to create their own image of Jerusalem using magazine and newspaper
clippings! For what’s a better way to describe the city’s unique atmosphere than through
a collage?

JCC
WEST

14:30

Discussion: The Łódź Ghetto in Literature
The Łódź Ghetto has been the subject of many academic papers, as well as novels and
poems published in Polish, English and Yiddish.
The second volume of the trilogy The Tree of Life by Chava Rosenfarb is set in 1940-1942
when the Nazis created a ghetto for the Jews of Łódź and changed the name of the city
to Litzmannstadt. Prof. Danuta Szajnert (University of Łódź) and Joanna Podolska (Marek
Edelman Centre for Dialogue), along with Magdalena Ruta and Marek Tuszewicki (Jagiellonian University), Polish translators of The Tree of Life, will discuss the portrayal of
the Łódź Ghetto in literature and in Chava Rosenfarb’s novel in particular.
Organiser: The Marek Edeleman Centre for Dialogue in Łódź

GJM

15:00

Lecture: Rabbi Arye Levin and Nachlaot: The Rabbi of the Prisoners and his Holy
Community
Led by: Rabbi Avi Baumol
Jerusalem has been a magical idea and reality in our minds for the last three thousand
years. Home to major religions, it is a magnet which draws millions of tourists to enter
through its gates and walk in the footsteps of their greatest heroes. What are some of its
stories which make it so epic?

JCC
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16:00

Lecture: If God Didn’t Write the Torah, How Can it Be Holy?
Led by: Rabbi Abraham Havivi
The conventional belief of secular Bible scholars is that the Torah was composed by multiple human authors over a period of centuries, in contrast to the traditional Jewish view
that the Torah was dictated by God to Moses at Mt. Sinai. For this reason, most traditional Jews over the last 100-150 years have rejected academic Bible scholarship. More
recently, however, a number of Jewish thinkers have tried to reconcile some of the core
ideas of secular scholarship on the Bible with their faith in divine revelation, developing
ideas about a divine-human partnership in the co-authoring of the Torah. We will read
selections from several thinkers--Israeli, European, and American ‒ who have tried to
wrestle with this question.

JCC

17:00

Making Aliyah to Krakow. Life in Europe’s Most Dynamic Jewish Community
Meeting with Jonathan Ornstein, JCC Krakow Executive Director

JCC

17:30

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
Vishneva, Belarus Soviet Union Poland
dir. by Dr. Jacob J. Podber, USA 2013, 2’ 43’’
Q&A session with the director after the screening
Vishneva, Belarus Soviet Union Poland is grounded in the oral history testimony of a Holocaust survivor and has been deconstructed by the interviewee’s son. Unlike most oral
histories that focus on the words of the interviewee, Vishneva uses silent images from
the interview superimposed with typed memories that describe the unspoken pain borne by father and son through more than half a century.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

18:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
Bal Ej: The Hidden Jews of Ethiopia
dir. by Irene Orleansky, Israel/Ethiopia 2016, ‘96
Meeting with the director after the screening
Following a hundred year old account of the prominent Jewish Polish scholar Jacque Faitlovich, the film-maker travels to discover and explore a sect of secret Jews in Ethiopia.
Named Bal Ej, craftsmen, for their artisan skills, they have been persecuted by their
Orthodox Christian neighbors who slandered them as evil-eyed and hyena-people and
have been deprived of the basic rights such as the ownership of land, which forced them
to adopt crafts: pottery, weaving and iron smithery. Fearing persecutions, they appear
Christians outwardly, and practice Judaism in strict secrecy. The synagogues are hidden
deep in the mountains and have never before been visited by strangers. Some of their
ancient traditions trace back to biblical times and have been completely forgotten by
the rest of the world.The film „Bal Ej: the Hidden Jews of Ethiopia” lifts the curtain of
hundreds of years and reveals the history, customs and culture of this remarkable community to the world.
Co-organized by: JCC Krakow

GJM

Next Year in Jerusalem
Justine Sless Presents a session of story telling and light hearted comedy
7 years ago Sless’s mother showed Justine her grandfather’s family tree and from there it all made sense: the silences during her childhood, the sadness and why she became a comedian. She went from being a bit Jewish to becoming a Jew and this year,
not next, she’s going to Jerusalem. Justine Sless is an awardwinning writer, comedian,
broadcaster and the creative director of the Melbourne Jewish Comedy Festival. Justine
lives and works in Melbourne Australia.

JCC

SUBTITLES

19:00
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20:00
SUBTITLES

20:00

SUBTITLES

22:00

The Space of an Image: A Series of Films on Jewish Themes
Watching the Moon at Night
dir. by Joanna Helander & Bo Persson, Sweden 2015 ‘90
Meeting with the filmmakers after the screening
Watching the Moon at Night – a 90 minute creative documentary with a personal tone,
looks at contemporary terrorism and anti-Semitism. Filmed in six countries, Watching
the Moon at Night focuses on the victims’ experiences and juxtaposes them against the
views of world experts in this field. As a result, the film goes far beyond the stereotyped
perception of terrorism.
Co-organized by: Camera of David Foundation, Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

GJM

Film screening: Stories of Teleki Ter
dir. by Barbara Spizer, France/Hungary 2014, ‘87
Meeting with the filmmakers after the screening
The last Jewish prayer house of Teleki square, Budapest miraculously survived the last
100 years. Teleki square is not around the „Jewish quarter” of Budapest, in fact it is in a
different district. The new generation of the Teleki community starts a journey unfolding
the story of the praying house. The young realize, that the old interviewees they found
are the last living members of a once thriving, now lost civilization. The once second
biggest market place in the capital of Hungary at Teleki square hosted a surprisingly big
kosher infrastructure, dozens of praying houses, cafes, schools, restaurants serving the
daily needs of the tens of thousands of Jews living around and of the market. The aging
interviewees can still recall that thriving, colorful life in the 8th district of Budapest, home
of the 2nd biggest Jewish populace in Budapest. At that time „Teleki Square Jew” used to
be a well known notion among Budapest Jews.

JCC

Rebbetzin (Silent) Disco
Led by: Jacqueline Nicholls
And you shall love your God with all your heart & soul, blues, funk, hip-hop, R&B, rock,
indie disco, reggae, euro-pop... Standing still, or swaying, is not an option. The Rebbetzin
Disco will stir up your body and your soul, sending you to seventh heaven!

JCC

FRIDAY, 30 JUNE 2017
10:00

Di Ershte Trit. First Steps – Yiddish For Beginners
Led by: Julia and Urszula Makosz and Przemysław Piekarski
We will study the alphabet, learn basic conversational phrases and sing songs. Classes
can be led in two languages (on demand).
Cost: 15 PLN
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

10:30

Rokdim! – Jewish dance workshops for children
Music soothes the savage breast – that saying is known even to the youngest of us. Therefore, we invite children of all ages to a Jewish dance workshop to have great fun to the
rhythm of the most popular Jewish songs and musical themes.
Reservation required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

GJM

21

10:30

Hebrew calligraphy workshop with a Sofer-Stam – Jewish Scribe
As we’re the People of the Book. Hebrew writing - books and scrolls - is an integral part
of Jewish life and practice. Discover the history, creativity and tradition behind Hebrew
manuscripts – learn about the materials and tools used to create them and the skills and
customs passed down through the generations of Jewish scribes and then try your hand
at Hebrew calligraphy.
Avraham Borshevsky, Jerusalem based Sofer Stam and artist, will be showing examples
from the beautiful manuscripts in the National Library’s collection to uncover the fascinating world of ‚kosher’ Jewish writing. In 2004, Avraham Borshevsky scribed a unique
kosher Mezuzah parchment recognized as a masterpiece of Hebrew sacred calligraphy.
It has been documented by Guinness World Records™ as the world’s largest.
Supported by the National Library of Israel
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

12:00-24:00

Beer City at the JCC: the pocket park between the Tempel Synagogue and the JCC
building will be turned into a relaxation zone with sun loungers

JCC

12:00

Chris Schwarz Memorial Meeting
2017 marks the 10th anniversary of the untimely death of Chris Schwarz, founder and
first director of the Galicia Jewish Museum. We invite both friends and those who never
had the opportunity to meet him to a meeting dedicated to his memory. Though he is
no longer with us, Chris lives on in many of our memories. We shall share them during
this special meeting.
After the meeting, there will be an opportunity to go to Rakowicki Cemetery, where Chris
is buried.
Reservation required:rezerwacja@galiciajewishmuseum.org

GJM

12:00

The Sixth Annual Latkes vs. Hamantashen Debate
Participants: Katka Reszke and Rabbi Samuel Rosenberg
Led by: Benjamin Lorch
For millennia the Jewish people have struggled with eternal, weighty questions.
Perhaps the most important and vexing one of them is, „Which one’s a more perfect
Jewish food: a potato Latke or a triangular Hamantashen pastry?” Since its inception
at the University of Chicago 70 years ago, the Latke-Hamantash Debate has brought
together learned scholars, esteemed thinkers, even Nobel laureates to clash in an absurdist battle of ideas, Talmudic philosophy, modern interpretations and comedy. Today,
the debate continues to thrive wherever our people dwell. This year at JCC Krakow, we
take up its critical questions again. Bring your sense of humor and appetite!

JCC

Personal genealogical consultations
Led by: Jakub Czupryński
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

JCC

"Righteous Among the Nations" awards ceremony:
Presentation of medals and honorary certificates
The title „Righteous Among the Nations” is the highest Israeli civilian medal. The medal
is granted by the Yad Vashem Institute in Jerusalem for merits of people and families
who risked their own and their families lives to rescue Jews from the Holocaust during
World War II. The awards will be given post-mortem to the closest family of the Heroes.
The ceremony will take place at the Galicia Jewish Museum during the Jewish Culture
Festival in Krakow. The event is very important to both the families of the awarded
Heroes, and Holocaust survivors and their families, who plan to come for the event from
abroad.
Please bring a valid photo ID with you and do not take any bags with you to the meeting.
Organized by: Embassy of Israel in Poland

GJM

13:00-16:00

13:15
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14:00

Jewish Art. Jerusalem of Gold
Led by: Mi Polin: Helena Czernek, Aleksander Prugar
Jerusalem is home to people of different denominations - Jews, Christians and Muslims.
It is the place where everything began, the destination for pilgrimages from all over
the world. It attracts people who are in search of holiness, spirituality, enlightenment.
The theme of the workshop will be holiness perceived and understood by each of us
differently. Holiness both in the religious sense and as our own reflection and spiritual
experience. At these workshops, the design will take on a form and become a pretext
for reflection and contemplation. Using golden materials, each participant will try to
visualise and materialise what holiness means to them. We will try to show the intangible
in a tangible manner.
Cost: 15 PLN
Organized by the Jewish Culture Festival

JCC

14:00

Promotion of the book by Rabbi Avi Baumol
A Commentary on the Torah from a Modern Orthodox Perspective
The Torah is a source of everlasting life for the Jewish people and the world. Each portion
tells a timely and timeless story with lessons and guidance for our lives. Over the course
of the past four years Rabbi Baumol has shared with the Polish Jewish community Torah
insights on the Shavei Israel website. These ideas have been compiled into a book published by Austeria printing house. Each chapter reveals a dimension of the divine and
His ever-present relationship with Mankind and His chosen nation.

JCC

15:00

New Jewish Museums for the 21st Century – panel discussion
How have Jewish museum professionals from Europe and Israel reimagined the
purposes and possibilities of museum display and education in the 21st century? Their
interpretation of Judaism and Jewish history needs to be faithful to the past, resonate
with current perceptions, and inspire visions of the future. And Jewish museums are
expected not only to construct and present a narrative but also to engage in it. An
illustrious panel of experts will discuss these important challenges:
- Dr. Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Chief Curator, POLIN Museum of the History of Polish
Jews, Warsaw
- Irina Nevzlin, Chair, Board of Directors, Beit Hatfutsot Museum of the Jewish People,
Tel Aviv
- Dr. Brigitte Sion, Museum Program Officer, Rothschild Foundation (Hanadiv) Europe,
London
- Prof. Jonathan Webber, Emeritus UNESCO Professor of Jewish and Interfaith Studies,
Board Member, Galicia Jewish Museum, Krakow
Moderator : Shana Penn, Executive Director, Taube Philanthropies, Berkeley
Organized by: The Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture

GJM

16:30

Jewish Genealogy in Poland
Led by: Jakub Czupryński
More than half of the world’s Jewish population can trace their roots to the pre-war Poland. At this lecture you will learn how to trace your family’s Polish lineage and get useful
tips on overcoming various challenges you may encounter along the way.

JCC
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18:00

There Is Such a Thing as Society
Opening of an exhibition dedicated to the memory of Chris Schwarz
June 2017 marks the 10th anniversary of the death of the prominent British photographer
Chris Schwarz, the founder and first director of the Galicia Jewish Museum. Before
spending many years photographing traces of the Jewish past in the lands of the former
Galicia province, before permanently moving to Poland to lead the Museum, Chris spent
two decades working as a photographer and photojournalist in the United Kingdom,
the United States, Japan, Russia and Afghanistan. Schwarz’s works have always been
deeply involved and the lens of his camera was often directed at those in need of attention and help, those living on the margins of society. He also documented social
movements and the culture of the capitalist society. He documented Solidarity in Poland and Afghan refugees in the ‘80s. His photos of the march of the National Front (and
the counter-protests blocking it) in Lewisham made the front page in newspapers across
the UK. He photographed, among others, the homeless in Paris and London, residents
of nursing homes, residents of the Hammersmith borough of London and fans of the
Millwall sports club. He was regularly published in periodicals such as Time Out, The Independent and The Guardian. The last years of his life Chris devoted to the Galicia Jewish
Museum. When he opened the Museum in 2004, many people claimed that it would not
last more than a few months. Years later, he is remembered as a sensitive and stubborn
visionary who left a lasting mark on Kazimierz.
This exhibition shows the rich photographic achievements of Chris Schwarz, which
are almost completely unknown in Poland. It is a tribute and a memorial to this
extraordinary man.

GJM

19:30

Concert: Yiddish Songs of Love
Cindy Paley (US) and Menachem Mirski with band (PL)
In the early to mid 19th century, the emergence of Yiddish love songs was one of the
first cracks in rabbinic domination that resulted in the Enlightenment and the concept
of Jewish peoplehood and secularism. Yiddish love songs were often simple and naïve,
but their tunes were beautiful, expressing feelings of sadness, longing, lust, or the pain
of separation. The concert will be performed by:
Cindy Paley (vocal), Menachem Mirski (guitar and vocal), Piotr Tomala (accordion),
Łukasz Downar (bass), Krzysztof Redas (drums), Marcin Król (violin)
Organized by Beit Polska & The Association of Progressive Jews of Kraków
Cost: 40 PLN, 20 PLN (concessions)

GJM

20:30

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
A religious service to welcome the start of Shabbat. Organized by the Association of
Progressive Jews of Krakow. We are a dynamic Progressive Jewish community working
to reclaim our country’s Jewish past, as we engage in building its future.
Free entrance but subject to prior reservation: office.szpk.apjk@gmail.com
Organized by: the Association of Progressive Jews of Kraków

Tempel
Synagogue

21:00

JCC Krakow Shabbat Dinner
The Chief Rabbi of Poland Michael Schudrich invites you to a festive Kosher dinner to benefit the Jewish Community Centre of Krakow. Spend Shabbat with Rabbi Avi Baumol,
Jewish Culture Festival performers, and Krakow’s Jewish community.
Stara Zajezdnia, 12 Św. Wawrzyńca St.
Tickets: 60 USD
Reservation required: rsvp@jcckrakow.org, tel. 12 370 57 70

Stara
Zajezdnia
Restaurant
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SATURDAY, 1 JULY 2017
10:00

Healing the Wounds of History – workshop for Poles and Jews to explore our connected and complex history
Led by: Maia Ipp and Prof. Armand Volkas
This experiential workshop for Poles, Polish Jews and Jews with Polish ancestry starts
with the questions: What historical narratives have we inherited? How does the legacy
of generations of both coexistence and trauma live within us now? Using drama therapy
techniques, psychotherapist, theatre director and professor Armand Volkas’ “Healing
the Wounds of History” project helps participants work through the burden of inherited trauma by transforming pain into constructive action. There will be an emphasis on
teaching empathic and effective communication so that all perspectives are heard and
witnessed in a therapeutic way. Armand Volkas has received international recognition
for his work in intercultural conflict transformation and healing collective trauma, and
he is himself the son of Auschwitz survivors and resistance fighters. He was moved by his
personal struggle with this legacy of historical trauma to address the issues that arose
from it: identity, victimisation and perpetration, meaning and grief.
Cost: 30 PLN
Reservation required:http://www.galiciajewishmuseum.org/

GJM

10:30

Christian-Jewish Kazimierz – city game for families
Krakow, and Kazimierz in particular, is a unique place – it was here that the lives of the
Jewish and Christian populations of the city entwined, creating its magical atmosphere.
We invite all children and their guardians to come discover the many faces of Kazimierz.
We will not only learn about its most characteristic monuments and the most important
historical facts about the district, but also discover its hidden secrets.
Reservation required: larysa@galiciajewishmuseum.org, tel. 12 421 68 42

GJM

11:30

Lecture: Contemporary Jewish Asia
Led by: Dara Bramson and Dr. Magdalena Kozłowska
This talk focuses on firsthand encounters with contemporary Judaism and traces of
Jewish history in Cambodia, India, and Uzbekistan. Writer and researcher Dara Bramson
highlights her work on Jewish art, diaspora, and memory in Cambodia and India, which
was published by Tablet Magazine. Academic and environmental activist Magdalena
Kozłowska, a Jewish Studies professor at the University of Warsaw, discusses her trip to
Uzbekistan and the fading heritage of Bukharan Jews.

JCC

14:00

The Future Past is Female
Discussion with Jacqueline Nicholls and Katka Reszke
It is an interesting time to be a feminist. Some had considered the work of feminism to
be over, but inequality is still ever-present in societies, religious and political, around
the world. Writer/film-maker Katka Reszke and artist/educator Jacqueline Nicholls will
discuss the ways in which women are weaving their identities, finding their fighting
spirit, and exploring what it means to have non-patriarchal leadership.

JCC

25

15:00

Lecture: March Immigrants in Israel: The Assimilation Process and Contemporary
Forms of Communities
Led by: Dr. Kamila Dąbrowska
In the course of the meeting, we will find out who were the people forced to leave Poland
in the aftermath of the March ‘68 antisemitic campaign. We will learn what destinations
they left for, and will hear stories about the life of the group of emigrants who chose Israel as their new motherland. The meeting will be followed by a presentation delivered by
the Deputy Director Zygmunt Stępiński who will share details on the project and temporary exhibition realised as part of the program “Estranged. March ’68 and Its Aftermath.”
The program aims at restoring the memory on the causes, course and aftermath of the
March ’68 antisemitic campaign, and to mark the 50th anniversary of the events.
Co-organizer: POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews

GJM

16:00

Biographies of Jewish things
Panel discussion with Adam Bartosz, Beata Chomątowska, Iwona Kurz
and Jakub Rympel
Moderator: Marta Duch-Dyngosz
Various things, forcefully removed from the familial, communal and religious worlds,
have remained as reminders of the pre-war life of Polish Jews. We will discuss the post
-war and contemporary fate of Jewish things: their use, storage, display - in museums,
memorial sites, private homes. We will consider the transformations of their functions
and meaning, e.g., as exemplified by the objects donated to the Museum of the History
of Polish Jews in Warsaw, which had been used by Hasidic Jews in their pilgrimages to
former shtetls. What does it mean that things “live”? In what way do they make history
come alive? What are our relations with them? Whether or not and if yes, in what way to
exhibit Jewish objects? Should we be reconstructing something that has been destroyed, something that does not exist anymore?
Organized by the monthly periodical “Znak”

JCC

Bulwar Kurlandzki
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Galicia Jewish Museum, 18 Dajwór St.
JCC Krakow, 24 Miodowa St.
Tempel Synagogue (Synagoga Tempel), 24 Miodowa St
JCC West, 4 Izaaka St.
High Synagogue (Synagoga Wysoka), 38 Józefa St.
Stara Zajezdnia Restaurant, 12 Wawrzyńca St.
Atelier, 7 Plac Nowy
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SUPPORTERS
Over 90% of JCC Krakow’s operating budget is raised overseas from individuals, families,
synagogues, foundations, and Jewish Federations. JCC Krakow’s success depends on support
from around the world. Thank you to the following institutions and individuals for being
instrumental in helping us build a Jewish future in Krakow.

Friends of JCC Krakow Board
Michelle Ores, President
Suellen Kadis, Secretary
Dagan LaCorte, Treasurer
Cheryl Fishbein
Shari Gersten

Justin Kadis
Larry Kadis
Agnieszka Legutko
Rabbi Michael Paley
Irene Pletka

Sheri Sandler
Philip Schatten
Eric Schwartz
Elizabeth Szancer
Vicki Warner

Thank you to all of our supporters and Overseas Members.
For more information on Overseas Membership and for a full list of our Overseas Members, please visit:
www.friendsofjcckrakow.org/overseas-membership
Your gift has a direct and lasting impact on the lives of hundreds of Jews
who are revitalizing Jewish life in Krakow.
Help us build a Jewish future in Krakow:
www.friendsofjcckrakow.org/donate
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SUPPORTERS
The work of the Galicia Jewish Museum is possible only thanks to the trust and support of
many individual donors and foundations. The Museum receives large grants and donations
from various foundations, individual donors as well as public organizations. The operational
activity of the Galicia Jewish Museum has been generously supported by:

The work of the Museum would not be possible without the support of Mr. Maciej Skocz.
In 2016 the Galicia Jewish Musuem organized or co-organized over 30 major projects: exhibitions,
seminars and educational, cultural and artistic programs. These projects were sponsored or cosponsored by a number of foundations, governmental offices
and individuals, among them:
The Claims Conference
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland
The David Berg Foundation
JDC Poland
Prime Minister Office
Ministry of Education
Dutch Jewish Humanitarian Fund
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
Re-Bau
Wingate Foundation
Holocaust Educational Trust Ireland
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy
The Małopolskie Voivodeship
Association of Cracovians in Israel
Your donation today will help ensure a future for the Museum and an ongoing contribution
to the commemoration of the Jewish heritage and revival of Jewish culture in Poland.
Please contact Jakub Nowakowski for details:
jakub@galiciajewishmuseum.org
More information about support possibilities in the Donors section of our website:
www.galiciajewishmuseum.org
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PARTNERS

Association
of Progressive
Jews of Kraków

אוניברסיטת חיפה

University of Haifa

ﺍﳌﻜﺘﺒﺔ ﺍﻟﻮﻃﻨﻴﺔ ﺍﻻﺳﺮﺍﺋﻴﻠﻴﺔ
THE NATIONAL
L I B R A RY O F I S R A E L

MEDIA PATRONATE
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About Galicia Jewish Museum (GJM)
In 2004, British photojournalist Chris Schwarz established the Galicia Jewish Museum in Krakow. Through
exhibitions, cultural events, and an educational outreach and community programme, the Museum
presents Jewish history from a new perspective. The aim of the Museum is to challenge the stereotypes and
misconceptions typically associated with the Jewish past in Poland, educating both Poles and Jews about their
own histories whilst encouraging them to think about the future.
At the heart of the Museum is the permanent exhibition, „Traces of Memory: A Contemporary Look at the
Jewish Past in Poland”.
During its existence the Museum has become one of the most important Jewish cultural institutions in
Poland. It has been recognized for its work by both national and local government as well as individual visitors.
In 2013 the Museum has been ranked by the users of the site Trip Advisor as one of the three best museums in
Krakow, as well as one of the top ten museums in Poland for 2014.
There is no other Jewish museum in Central and Eastern Europe of a comparable size that is as innovative
as the Galicia Jewish Museum in terms of its positioning vis-à-vis exhibiting Jewish culture, the Holocaust and
present-day Jewish life all under one roof. The compact size of the Museum, which is a well-designed and well
-structured site, means that a visitor can learn a very great deal about the subject in a (typically) rapid visit. This
learning experience can be built not only by way of a passive visit to the Museum’s exhibitions, but also through
active participation in a wide range of cultural, artistic and educational programmes.

About Jewish Community Centre (JCC Krakow)
The Jewish Community Centre of Krakow (JCC Krakow) was opened in April 2008 by HRH, The Prince of Wales
and now serves as the focal point for the resurgence of Jewish life in Krakow, which has dramatically increased
since Poland’s transition to a democracy in 1989. JCC Krakow works to change both the world’s perception of
Poland and Poland’s perception of Jews by providing social, educational and communityoriented services to
the Jewish community of Krakow, by offering programming open to the entire Krakow community to foster
Polish-Jewish relations, and by acting as a visitors center for the hundreds of thousands of tourists, many of
them Jewish, who pass through Krakow.
Located in the heart of Kazimierz, the JCC provides Krakow’s growing Jewish community with a space to
meet, learn, and share ideas in a warm, welcoming environment. The JCC is devoted to nothing less than the
revival of Jewish life in our beautiful city. A committed team of enthusiastic staff and volunteers work year round
to build our community. Additionally, we offer programming and events to engage Krakovians in intercultural
education to build longstanding cooperation between communities.
We currently boast more than 600 Jewish members as well as a robust volunteer program which includes 50
non-Jews. JCC Krakow provides over 40 Jewish-focused events each week, including programming for Jewish
holidays, weekly Shabbat dinners, social activities, targeted welfare provision, festivities, education for all
ages, and arts and culture. We are a home to all generations including our Senior Club (with over 70 Holocaust
survivors), Club Bet, Hillel GIMEL – the Jewish Student Club, Sunday School, and FRAJDA Early Childhood
Center.
Krakow, with the JCC leading the way, is one of the most compelling, important stories in the Jewish
world today as a community long believed to have seen its end, is being reborn in Krakow’s open, tolerant,
and nurturing environment.
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